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Its chief rivers are the Bhav&ni, Cauvery and Noyil, besides
numerous drainages such as the Zarungalpallara, which crosses the
Kalingarayan and Pugalur channels near Unjalfa and falls into the
Cauvery; these drainages cross the Kalingardyan and fall into the
Cauvery between the Bhavdni and the Noyil. The Karungalpallam is
notorious for its violent floods; one at the end of 1880 rose 8 feet above
the floor of the aqueduct by which it crosses the Pugalur channel,
and so destroyed it that the repairs have cost Us. 14,000. The various
drainages as elsewhere in this district are liable to heavy floods owing
to the undulating surface, which gathers all surface flow into streamlets
and then into torrents.

The Erode climate is trying near the Cauvery, the valley of which
is very hot and close; the south-west monsoon which, through the
Pdlgh&t gap, refreshes the district, is heated and fitful in Erode, where
periods of calm alternate with dust-storms and gusts of wind. In the
west, however, where the country is higher, the climate is cooler and
healthier, the tracts about Perundurai and Chengampalli being con-
venient resorts in April, May, June and September. There is no
record of the temperature of this taluk ; its winds are those of the rest
of the district.

For rainfall, see Appendix.

Perundurai is the locality most favoured by rain; towards Erode it
is somewhat less, while on the west, especially the parts bordering on
Palladam, the fall is very scanty.

The geology is that of the rest of the district; its soil is everywhere
largely calcareous, even the disintegrated gneiss yielding lime which
has infiltrated from above. Excellent felspar suitable for potting is
obtainable almost everywhere. Iron used to be smelted from the black
sands of surface streams, especially near Ohennimalai (Buchanan),
the stones of which are highly ferric; the price of charcoal is now too
high to permit of smelting, and the iron at the markets comes generally
from other taluks. Asbestos (kal-n&r, but not fibrous gypsum also
called kal-ndr) is occasionally found, and is used medicinally.

Building stones are good and cheap everywhere; a quarry at
P6sirikum4ragoundaniir near tJttukuli railway station, supplies excel-
lent stone for important railway works. Brick clays are occasionally
good, and -when care is taken in working, clay from the wet lands makes
first-class table bricks, such as those employed for the Sub-Collector's
cutcherry. Potters' clay for the ordinary porous earthenware is pro-
curable from tank-beds, etc.; no good potting materials except quartz
and felspar exist.

Soils are all red; there is no black cotton tract, and the only dark
soils are in the beds of tanks, and in wet fields where the red soil has
changed colour owing to continuous manuring with vegetable matter.
Eighty per cent, of the taluk is red sand, the rest being red loam with
1 per cent, of So-called black soils.